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Thank you, it’s a real pleasure to be here.  I appreciate the time and opportunity the 

Rotary gives to The Oregon Coast Aquarium, along with the many other great 

organizations the Rotary helps support, so thank you.  As you heard in my 

introduction, I am a fairly new member to the Aquarium family.  I took over for 

Dale Schmidt in September, and those of course, were big shoes to fill.  I want to 

extend a thank you to the entire Aquarium staff for making me feel immediately at 

home, and assisting in a smooth transition. I am thrilled to be working with such a 

fantastic team.



I have some wonderful news to share with you all today.  First, the staff and 

volunteers have been excited the past six months with some wildlife success stories 

at the Aquarium.  Many of you may know that last November two sea turtles were 

brought to us, for rehabilitation. Sometimes sea turtles get caught in warming 

currents related to El Nino, and find themselves in the northern Pacific Ocean, not 

a normal home for them as the water is far too cold. Maude, the green sea turtle 

found on Agate Beach just north of the Aquarium, and Myrtle, the Kemp’s Ridley 

sea turtle found on the southern Washington coast, both were barely alive when 

they came to us.  Their body temperatures were in the 40’s, they had shallow 

reduced heartbeats, and virtually no movement for us to even detect life. 

However, after two months of intensive rehabilitation by our dedicated husbandry 

team, we saw great improvement.  

Maude and Myrtle were transported near the end of January to San Diego on a 

Coast Guard cargo plane to Sea World’s Turtle Rehabilitation Center.  So far, the 

turtles are continuing to recover and doing well and, if they continue to improve, 



they will be released back into the wild this summer. We are hopeful that these two 

female sea turtles will make it back into the wild breeding population, as sea turtles 

are highly endangered species. Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtles like Myrtle only nest in 

the Gulf coast area, and we all know the tragic scene that is currently taking place 

there.  

Of course, any story of saving marine wildlife is a success.  The recent oil 

catastrophe in the Gulf Coast is a sad reminder of how fragile the ecosystems are 

that these animals, many of which are endangered, rely on.  

Ultimately the Aquarium’s mission is not only to help rehabilitate marine animals, 

but also provide the highest quality marine science programs for recreation and 

education so that we all have an opportunity to better understand, cherish, and 

conserve the world’s natural marine and coastal resources.



I would like to share with you all today some of the exciting new features the 

Aquarium is offering this year. Remind you of the ways the Aquarium serves the 

community, and explain the many opportunities the Aquarium provides for 

individuals, businesses and families, to become part of the Aquarium family by 

helping to financially support our wonderful programs. 

For those of you not familiar with The Oregon Coast Aquarium, we sit on 23 acres 

along Yaquina Bay near Newport.  We opened our doors in 1992, 18 years ago.  

The Aquarium is home to over 500 marine species; 15,000 invertebrates, fishes, 

birds, and marine mammals make their home at the Aquarium.  The mammals 

include:  seals, sea otters, and sea lions.  We have a nationally acclaimed aviary 

with shore birds and underwater diving sea birds.  Children of all ages love to 

explore our touch-tank filled with dozens of tide pool critters.   Many indoor 

attractions include a variety of fish and jellyfish among many other species. 

Finally, our shark tank tunnel filled with bat rays, rockfish, and of course sharks, is 



a popular favorite.  In addition to the animal attractions, the aquarium has a café, 

gift shop, and cinema center.  

First, I would like to tell you all about our exciting new exhibit opening Memorial 

Day weekend.  The Aquarium is fortunate to have a wing dedicated to rotating 

exhibits.  

Every two years the Aquarium staff works hard to envision, create and prepare a 

brand new exhibit for our visitors to enjoy.  This is especially fun for our long time 

members and frequent visitors, as well as our staff and volunteers. 

I hope you all had a chance to see the previous exhibit Oddwater, at some point in 

the past two years, as the Aquarium staff recently spent three weeks packing it up.  

Now that all those animals have successfully arrived at their new homes around the 

country, our staff has begun preparations for our new exhibit, Swampland.  

Over the past two weeks, the new animals have been slowly arriving to their new 

home at the Aquarium.  Our staff is excited to introduce animals that have never 

been shown at the Aquarium before.  Highlights include a 12-foot long anaconda, a 



6-foot long alligator,  piranhas, red tail boas, a snapping turtle, and tropical fish 

that use mangrove roots as nurseries.  

My 7-year-old grandson can’t  wait  to  see the anaconda,  and piranhas.   I  have 

promised to take him opening weekend, but I imagine it won’t be the last time I 

take him this season.

 I would like to take a brief moment to extend a huge thank you to the folks at  

Brad’s World Reptiles, located in Corvallis. Many of the animals featured in the 

new exhibit come from Brad’s on loan.  In addition, the staff at Brad’s have been  

invaluable in educating our husbandry team to ensure that the animals all have a 

happy stay for  the  two year  duration.  The folks  over  there have  been simply  

wonderful, and certainly made our job far easier, so thank you Brads.

Let me tell you a little more about Swampland, because it really is different from 

anything  else  the  Aquarium  has  done  in  the  past.   Three  swamps  will  be 

highlighted  within  the  exhibit,  South  American  swamps  of  the  Pantanal,  a 

mangrove swamp and a Louisiana cypress swamp. 



Beautiful new murals cover esentially every wall in the new exhibit. Visitors will  

walk  through simulated  cypress  and mangrove  trees  and interpretive  text  will  

accompany every exhibit.  Swampland will focus on the role of animals in these 

ecosystems, using a narrative style of interpretation with a storybook format. 

Interactive  components  will  include  a  crawl–through  tank  where  visitors  can 

“swim with the piranhas.”  We also will have a crawl- through alligator burrow, 

but don’t worry, it’s not the real alligator’s burrow!  Finally, our naturalist tent  

was  set  up  just  yesterday  where  children  will  be  able  to  record  their  own 

observations in the swamps.

One of the Aquarium’s top missions is to educate and inspire our visitors about  

conserving the natural world.  Swamps are ecosystems many of us don’t know a 

lot about.  Swampland will  reveal  swamps as valuable ecosystems that provide 

essential habitat for wildlife and benefit all living things. 

The exhibit  will  demonstrate  how swamps act  as  a  natural  filter  and enhance  

water quality by acting as a sponge to reduce flooding and erosion. By showing 

how swamps play an important role in the health of the planet, and letting people 



know what  they  can  do  to  help,  we  hope  that  Swampland will  fascinate  and 

inspire people to conserve our precious swamps and wetlands.  I encourage you 

all to bring your friends and families to see our new exhibit; it really is great.

Before I close this portion of my presentation, I would like to briefly thank our  

wonderful  Swampland sponsors:  In  addition  to  127  individual  sponsorships,  I 

would like to thank: Fred Meyer, Meyer Memorial Trust, Juliet Ashby Hillman 

Foundation,  Summer  Lea  Hillman  Foundation,  Siletz  Tribal  Charitable 

Contribution Fund,  Rose  E.  Tucker  Charitable  Trust,  Jackson Foundation,  and 

Wheeler Foundation.  

Thank you all.  Without your wonderful support, the Aquarium would not be able  

to offer these fabulous rotating exhibits to the community.

As I stated before, the Aquarium is truly multi-faceted in the many ways we serve 

the community.  Our education programs are one way we are especially proud of.  

We  serve  hundreds  of  school  and  community  groups  every  year  providing 

personalized  tours,  workshops,  camps and education  seminars.   Students  from 

pre-school age all  the way up through college come to the Aquarium to learn 



about  the importance of the marine eco-system and its inhabitants.  One of our 

most popular offers is the shark tunnel slumber party.  We have school groups, 

scout troops, home-schooled groups, church groups, even family reunions, book 

evenings for an exciting Aquarium sleepover.  So… if any of you have a family 

reunion coming up this summer, it’s not too late to book a night to sleep with the 

sharks- hey it might come in handy for those in-laws!

Speaking of group gatherings, I want you all to know that the Aquarium offers an 

“out of the ordinary” experience for special occasions. From elegant sit-down 

dinners to casual get-togethers, the Aquarium is a wonderful place to hold your 

daytime and after-hours meetings, wedding receptions, holiday parties, or again, 

those family reunions.

We have a full-service caterer, so your guests can enjoy fine cuisine, sip on 

cocktails or local wines, all while experiencing the Aquarium privately.  Again, 

the shark tunnel is a popular location for such occasions.

Now I’m going to talk a little bit about our volunteer program.  We have hundreds 

of volunteers work for the Aquarium every year, and we are so thankful to each 



and every one of them.  We have been fortunate to have so many dedicated and 

knowledgeable volunteers; the Aquarium has never been in short supply.  

Many of our volunteers are seniors, and they often tell me how grateful they are 

that the Aquarium provides a place for them to give back to the community doing 

something that they truly love.  I have only been with the Aquarium for roughly 

nine months, but I can already see how great friendships have formed over the 

years with our volunteer staff.  We are truly an extended family for many of them.  

Our youth volunteers are the other large demographic supporting us through their 

great volunteer efforts.  We partner with local high-schools providing community 

projects for the youth in our area.  Currently we have approximately 65 youth in 

our program, 25 of which are working on team projects.  To give a brief example 

of what our teams do;  recently the water quality team put together a proposal to 

create storm drain art in order to draw attention to what goes down our storm 

drains and eventually into our water systems and out to sea.  The proposal is for a 

Nye Beach storm drain.  



The student group presented the project proposal to Newport City Council in 

February, and I’m happy to report that it was approved.  Work has already begun to 

bring the project to fruition.  

In addition to youth volunteers, we provide work-experience opportunities for local 

high-school students.  This program gives students an opportunity to gain real job 

experience and skills.  We also allow students to shadow our husbandry team for a 

day to learn about caring for marine animals, and possible future career 

opportunities.   

I’m going to share two more brief stories with you all this morning.  Although the 

Aquarium did not keep our turtle friends Myrtle and Maude, some of the animals 

unfit for release are kept and cared for by the Aquarium.  Last October two turkey 

vultures became the Aquariums newest members.  

The eighteen-month siblings, Ichabod and Olive, came to us from the Raptor 

Rehabilitation Center in Antigo Wisconsin.  After spending several weeks getting 



to know their new home and keepers behind the scenes, they made their public 

debut on Halloween day.   The vultures had never been named so we held a naming 

contest.  Ichabod seemed like a fun and fitting name for a vulture, and Olive was 

chosen because it means peace.  The Cherokee Nation often calls turkey vultures 

‘peace eagles’ because the birds do not hunt or kill their food.  Their new exhibit 

highlights how important these birds are to our ecosystem. They are Mother 

Nature’s perfect recyclers as they eat dead and decaying matter.

The Aquarium’s second set of new animals arrived this March; two young female 

California sea lions Maya and Bailey.  The two sea lions were about nine months 

old upon arrival and both blind in one eye.  

The rehabilitated sea lions were deemed unsuitable for release to a natural habitat, 

as the animals need both eyes in order to fish efficiently.  The Aquarium was 

excited for the sea lions arrival as we have been on a waiting list for two years.  

Since all marine mammals are federally protected, there are a limited number of 

permits granted to care for rehabilitated mammals.  We wanted young animals 



because our collection  is getting old and we have already lost two of the original 

animals that have been here since the Aquarium opened in 1992.  Some of you may 

know that tragically, Bailey died a month after her arrival, but Maya continues to 

do well. 

We are pleased that the Aquarium has become such a vital asset for not only the 

local community, but for the entire Pacific Northwest.  In order to fulfill our 

numerous missions, and provide the valuable services our communities have come 

to expect, the Aquarium requires a large amount of financial support.  

We receive no ongoing governmental funding and as a nonprofit organization, the 

aquarium depends on memberships and donations to maintain all our great 

programs. 

To give you an idea of the type of funding it requires to maintain the Aquarium and 

its programs here are some examples.  We spent close to $800,000 on education 

programs and outreach in 2009.  It takes close to $3.5 million dollars to care for 



our marine life and exhibits.  If you think of food alone, it takes $15,000 dollars to 

feed just one of our three sea otters every year.  

The Aquarium offers many fun and rewarding ways for individuals and businesses 

to contribute to the Aquarium’s mission. You all have received small pamphlets 

describing in detail what I will now go over, making it easy for you all to revisit 

the information and share with business partners, family and friends back home. 

If any of you have visited the Aquarium, you may have noticed in the front 

entrance way the several hundred engraved bricks on display.  Bricks and tiles are 

available for purchase in memory of a loved one, to honor a friend or family 

member, or commemorate your visit to the aquarium.  Bricks make great birthday 

and holiday gifts as well.  Many designs are available including our most popular 

marine animals, allowing plenty of room for a name dedication or favorite quote 

to be engraved.



The second way we encourage folks to give to the Aquarium is through basic 

membership.  There are various levels you can become a member from a single 

individual up to our Patron account that includes a family of eight and 12 

complimentary passes.  

All of our members receive unlimited admission for one year, free subscription to 

the Aquarium’s newsletter, free admission to popular seasonal events, and 

discounts on educational programs, gift shop purchases, and facility rentals.  

The third manner a business can donate to the Aquarium is by becoming a 

corporate member.  Corporate members receive all the benefits I just mentioned 

plus some.  Depending on the amount given of course, your business will receive 

recognition on the Aquarium’s website with a link to your website, receive 

invitations to corporate appreciation events, and receive one “animal encounter” 

package for your entire staff per year. A corporate sponsor receives all these 

benefits plus one private tour of the Aquarium for your staff, and your company 

name and logo displayed on a donor recognition plaque for one year.



The fourth manner in which individuals can contribute is by joining our Rockfish 

Society.  Admission fees and membership dues only cover about 70 percent of the 

Aquarium’s operating costs.  Members of the Rockfish Society provide the 

essential added support the Aquarium needs to maintain our facilities and 

grounds, care for our living collection, and carry out our important education and 

conservation programs.  The Rockfish was chosen as the symbol for this inner 

circle of Aquarium supporters because the fish is known for its long life span, 

living more than 100 years.  Members of the Rockfish Society enjoy all the 

benefits of the highest basic membership package,  plus acknowledgement in our 

newsletter, and on the Aquarium’s donor wall, in addition to other special 

discounts and opportunities.

Finally, the Aquarium offers the “Adopt an Animal Program.”  This is very 

popular among our guests, and we allow individuals to co-adopt our animals, 



sharing in the joy of financially supporting their favorite aquarium animals.  

Today I am asking the Rotary to sponsor one of our newest animal members I 

described to you earlier.  Our Turkey vultures, Ichabod or Olive, or our California 

sea lion, Maya.  At an annual cost of $25,000, the Rotary can ensure that Maya 

will have a healthy environment and a nutritious well-balanced diet of all her 

favorite fish for a year.  For $17,000, Olive or Ichabod can be ensured that they 

will be well fed, and cared for for the next full year.

  

Your donations to the Oregon Coast Aquarium entitles you to many great benefits 

as I just discussed, but they also give you the added satisfaction of knowing you 

are helping to support an organization that plays a vital role in marine education 

and conservation.

Thank you all for your time today, I really appreciate the opportunity given to me 

on behalf of The Oregon Coast Aquarium, and I will gladly take any questions if 

you have them.  I will also be available to talk with any of you after the Rotary 

meeting. Thank you.



 






